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A chicken run of your own

Ever thought of keeping chickens? Well, Dot Moran has and a course

run by experts has convinced her it is an excellent idea

Owners of Forsham chickens. Perhapsit symbolises
Cottage Arks the ‘goodlife’ thatIwouldlove
Robert and Cindy tolead, l?ut have alvx{ays beentoo
busy doing other things to pursue.
Pellet; Happy free- Nowthatlamatthe stagein
range chickens; my life where I'm ready to

ABOVE FROM LEFT: I have always wanted to keep

the day-to-dayresponsibilities of
chicken ownership along with
practical details of the best practices
and standards. Questions were
encouragedatalltimes, whichwas

good, as everyone had their
own circumstances.

bothered byall the attention they
were getting. Itis somuch easier to
learn that sort of thing froma
hands-on demonstration withan
expert guide standing by, and one of
the many reasons forattending a
course rather than just reading up

One of Forsham's actuallygetonanddo onasubject.
chicken arks things ratherthan Fred alsotalked us through the
. just planforthem mechanics of egg productionfroma

BELOW: Vic Moran ]to hfppen, I hybrid-a crossg-lg;geed of chicken -

learns how to tell decidedtotakea which was fascinating and useful

when a hen is course on keeping the egg nside. So keep aclean too,asithelped meto

ready for laying chickens, mainly nestbox and you will get understand why theyneed
withthe aim of nice clean eggs. 3 ahigh quality proprietary
finding outifitwasa /‘ S foodstuff, ratherthan
practical option orjust another 4 ) scraps from the kitchen
pipe dream. i eati —they can be and how the gritin their

So offlwent, with myhusband ‘eaten justas soon as they diet helps them to grind

Vi, to Forsham Cottage Arkswho ~ havebeen laid. up theirfood.

offer help to ‘folk with ahankering
tokeepafew chickensin theirback
garden’, which seemed to describe
my situation.
During the morning welearned
about the needs of anaverage
chicken. What type of
accommodationand
shelteritrequires, how
besttokeepithappy,
well fedand watered and
free of pestsand disease.
The sums are simple
enough - keep
everything right
and each chicken
Wt youkeepwill
|11 cheerfully
' produce one egg
perdayforabout
11months of
the year.
We were given
< acomplete
understanding of

Wewerethen
introduced to Carol, a previous
course attendee, who now has four
chickensliving inan arkin her
garden. Andyes, she gets 28 eggs
aweek. Her springer spaniels use
thearkas anactivity centre and
the chickens don’t mind abit,as
theyare smart enough torealise
theyare safe from the dogs as
wellas any predators that might
visitthe garden.

The guest speakerat our course
was Fred Hams, whois well known
in the poultry world and the author
of manybooks on the subject of
pouliry keepingandrare breeds. He
isahighlyrespectedjudgeatshows
around the UK. He demonstrated
howto handle the chickens, and it
really was quite easy ashe guided us
allthrough itin turn.

The birds on the course were
happy to be handled and were not

One of the greatbenefits of
keeping yourown chickens, as Fred
explained to me over lunch,isthat
you end up with a premium product
that you canrely on. Youalso get the
benefit of having something you
can share with neighbours and
friends when production exceeds
demand, and because of that, you
also, apparently,endup with
neighbours whoare verywilling to
care for your birds, inreturn for the
eggs, whenyouare on holiday.
Children alsolove helping with egg
collection and will enjoy watching
and learning about the birds.

The chickens supplied by
Forsham Cottage Arksareall
hybrids that are bred to produce
eggsonly. Attheend of theiregg
producinglife, they can eitherbe
retired or dispatched, but are not
suitable for eating. This was arelief
formeasIwouldbeableto give
them names andlookthemin the
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ABOVE FROM LEFT: Poultry
expert Fred Hams; Hens in one
of the arks; Free range chickens

at Forsham Cottage Arks G
ountvoucher

full of goodies
totake away. See website
fordetails.

eye whenIgathered theireggsin the
mornings. Italso means that they
require aregularintensive food
intake thatis not disturbed by other
foodstuffs and will benefit from
routine and cleanliness.

The subject of rare breeds was
alsodiscussed, but theyneeda
bit more space than the average
backgarden, so werenota
consjderation forme.

Everything seemedtobe
covered during the day, from
bio-security through to
composting chicken poo with
your grass cuttings, right down to
howbest to store and use youreggs.
Did you know that you should use
yourfreshest eggs to make a superb
sponge butyougetbetter
meringues from older eggs?

We finished the dayin high
spirits, with all our chicken-keeping
questions answered. One person on
the course had pre-ordered theirark
and chickens and we all watched

jealouslyas heloaded up his car.

Inow feel comfortable that Tam
goingto make a decision based on
knowledge passed on by experts,
and while Imight buyabook
(probably one written by Fred) to
keep meright, Inow have expert
chicken-keeping friends thatIcan
turnto foradvice in the future.

Andyes, Iwill be getting some
chickens tokeep in myback garden;
Ican’twaitforthemtoarrive! ¢

Furtherinformation

® Forsham Cottage Arks, Goreside Farm, (off Sandy
Lane), Great Chart, Ashford, Kent. UK TN26 1JU
Tel: 01233 820229
www.forshamcottagearks.com
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